WITNESSING  FOR  CHRIST!

We as Christians have an assignment direct from our Savior Jesus Christ.  We are to go into all of the world and tell others about the Gospel – the good news and the saving grace of Jesus!   Your world may be the backyard where you are speaking with a neighbor or a motel lobby where you have just met an individual who may not be saved.

WHY  DO  MANY  CHRISTIANS  HESITATE  TO  WITNESS?

1. Fearful mainly because they don’t know how to do it or they’re afraid they might actually hurt someone’s  feelings.  Don’t let your fear master you!  Fear is straight from the devil      

2. In the U. S., the news media constantly points to separation of church and state.  There is a subtle but definite message which is being delivered night after night on your television:  Everybody has a right to their religion.  So don’t bother the Muslim, don’t bother the atheist.  Leave them alone because this is America where we are free to worship as we please!  In other words, Christians are supposed to crawl into a corner and leave the heathens (whoever they be) alone!   

THIS IS A DANGEROUS MESSAGE WHICH IS CAUSING MANY CHRISTIANS TO HAVE SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT WITNESSING TO OTHERS.  The false doctrine of the news media makes this sound right when it is totally wrong. !   
3. Some Christians hesitate to witness because, quite frankly, they are weak in the Word of God.
THE  FOUNDATION  FOR  WITNESSING

Some Christians fail in witnessing to others because they have the cart before the horse.  BEFORE you can witness effectively, you MUST establish a firm foundation for performing this important God given responsibility.
The foundation for witnessing is HIS WORD!   Jesus said, “Ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.”    Yes, but to convey the truth to others you must study the truth.   The Bible clearly states that we are to study to show ourselves approved unto God so we can be a worker who need not be ashamed, rightly divided the word of truth.

THE  PLAIN  TRUTH  ABOUT  TRUTH
“The truth that makes men free is for the most part the truth which men prefer not to hear.”
“The public will believe anything so long as it is not founded on truth”

“A lie told often enough becomes the truth.”

“A lie can  travel half way around the world while the truth is putting on its shoes.”

“Truth is beautiful, without doubt; but so are lies.”

HOW  TO  ESTABLISH  MY FOUNDATION – 4 KEYS
1. Don't just read any book , or merely listen to what people say about its teaching.
Form the habit of searching the sacred volume for yourself, that you may have a good understanding of what it teaches. When Paul said in I Corinthians 14:19 that he would rather speak five words in an understandable language than ten thousand words in a tongue which other's would not understand, he showed the importance of our letting the Bible speak to us, and accepting its message as it's truth -- God's message to us. It is a lamp to our feet and a light to our pathway. (Psalm 119:105)  Search it. Seek to understand it. Always be willing to accept and obey it.
2. Study the word in its entirety!   

Some individuals study the Bible like they read their newspaper.  They mainly pay attention to the headlines.  Don’t just skim, don’t just read an account in one gospel.  Study all of it.  DO NOT BE FOOLED.  You must know His Word because those to whom you witness will often challenge you.  Remember:  Many atheists have read the Bible from front to back.  Many unsaved have read the Bible.  They simply choose to reject the truth and live in darkness. Study the Word in its entirety so you do not dwell on a half-way truth.   

For example, when taking a quick look at the commandment Thou shalt not take the name of thy God in vain many of us simply think of not cursing and we move on.  I’m afraid it is not that simple.  What about people who yell “Praise the Lord”  at a football game instead of saying YEA-TOUCHDOWN!  And, what about those people who say, “God told me to do this” when they are simply trying to advance their agenda.  Or how many politicians trot out the name of God when they’re trying to win over an audience?
Do you fully understand  the commandment which reads Thou Shalt Not Kill?   Be careful answering this question because you very well may be challenged.  Suppose I say to you, “What’s the difference between abortion and the United States killing people in Iraq.”  OR   “Why are you for capital punishment and against abortion?”   The Bible has clear answers to both questions but do you know the answers?   

When you study the Word in its entirety, you will be prepared to know the bad and the good.   That is critical because there are well known ministers of the Gospel who preach only a feel-good message.  They always preach on love and Heaven but they stay away from unpleasant subjects like hell or pain and suffering!   God wants us to be able to communicate the whole truth so help us God!
3. As you study the Word, place yourself in the content.    

Put yourself in the shoes of God’s Word.  Experience the truth as you study it so the truth is not just history.  You can tell the story a lot better when you have personally experienced it. You will also discover your own shortcomings as a Christian when you ask a question such as What would I have done if I had been in the shoes of good Samaritan?    How far do you go? (Luke 10:30-37)
The Bible says we are to love our neighbor as ourself  but how far does your love extend?   Does it extend to a foreign immigrant who is lying in the ditch.   Does it extend to one who is on drugs?
or the teenager who has just learned she is pregnant?

4. Allow the Word to establish your conviction!   

The best example of conviction is for you to stand in concrete and let it dry for several hours.  How far will you move your feet?   Conviction means ZERO tolerance on any subject!   The world calls that CLOSE MINDEDNESS.   On the other hand, the world will also know if you are really convicted in all of God’s Word.   
Jesus, himself, proved his disgust with part-way Christians.   He said of those who are luke warm that he had rather spit you out of his mouth.  That’s how sick he is of those who ride the fence or waiver from the truth.  If you do not fully believe in something, how can you expect the other person to buy what you are selling?  My favorite ministers of the gospel are  Charles Stanley, Jerry Falwell, John Shields, Max Allman, Adrian Rogers, John Hagai, and the Pope.  

They have all had a positive effect on my life for ONE REASON:  They have a conviction pertaining to the total Word of God and they deliver that conviction through the messages which they communicate to me and others.  PRAISE THE LORD for such individuals who have the backbone to stand up for Jesus regardless of the subject; i.e. abortion, same sex marriage, salvation, homosexuality, love, etc. etc.
When you have the truth and practice it, you have integrity.  I enjoy the way a senior citizen recently displayed his integrity.  He said, “I’ve gotten old!  I’ve had two bypass surgeries, a hip replacement, new knees, fought cancer and diabetes, I’m half blind, can’t hear anything quieter than a jet engine, take 40 different medications that make me dizzy, winded, and subject to blackouts.  Have bouts with dementia, have poor circulation, can hardly feel my hands and feet anymore; can’t remember if I’m 85 or 92.  Have lost all my friends.  But, thank God, I still have my driver’s license.”     Now that is true integrity!

If we walk in truth and worship in truth, we have nothing to fear. We shall be free people in the Lord. That is proven by the prophet Elisha and his servant, while in the land of Dothan. The Syrian army had surrounded the city to take them captive. Elisha asked God to open the eyes of his servant. The Lord opened his eyes and he looked and the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around (II Kings 6). God had the prophet say to his servant, "Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with them" 2 Kings 6:16. We are reminded of the words of Paul, when he asked, "If God be for us, who can be against us?" Romans 8:31.

The search for  truth is a lifelong challenge. This is especially true of our search for the truth of God's word, for we are surrounded by so many different religious philosophies, and there are so many people who are willing to pervert or alter the truth - some just try to justify themselves in some unrighteousness which they enjoy or justify their attempts to obtain some kind of ungodly gain, or for other reasons. We must remember that error is in the world, and we must guard against it. Jesus came and died for humanity to make it clear that it does make a difference what we believe. The very fact that God has given us the Bible is evidence that He wants us to study it, learn its truth, and abide in it.

OUR  ROLE  AS  A WITNESS

As a Christian, we are to be an ambassador for Jesus Christ.   Our role can be compared to that of a Sales Representative.  We are here to “sell” ….to persuade…to convince the other person that we have something which will benefit them:   SALVATION and,  in my case, showing them how to find their purpose for living.
STEPS  TO  EFFECTIVE WITNESSING

1. Begin to pray for individuals with whom you might share Christ.  Trust God to provide the opportunities for you to talk with them, and the wisdom to know what to say.   
2. Constantly seek out opportunities for witnessing.  These opportunities may be in strange places!   In my case, it may be in a subway under the streets of New York city or at Elvis Presley Plaza in downtown Memphis Tennessee.  
3. Select the right time and right place.   To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven,  a time to cast away stones and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing.   
4. Do not rush in and smother the other person.  I know that we have an overwhelming enthusiasm for God’s Word and our desire to win others to Christ.  Oh!...do we love the Gospel.  But, beware!

Our overwhelming enthusiasm for winning others to Christ can often cause us to come in like a hurricane.     Remember: haste makes waste.   You have spent years studying the Gospel and, believe it or not, compared to the other person, you may already have a PhD Degree in the Bible. Since you and I know so much, it becomes so easy to choke the other person on the Gospel until he or she becomes confused and overwhelmed.  It would be a shame for the other person to reject the message of Jesus Christ because they are simply confused

The song writer wrote, “Tell me the story slowly that I may take it in – that wonderful redemption, God’s remedy for sin.”  The story of salvation is simple.  Keep it that way.  There is no need to complicate it and overload the other person to the extent that the Gospel actually smothers that lost soul.   Remember, you may only have one opportunity to win that person to Christ.  Don’t blow it!  
5. Enter on their turf.  
The person you are approaching will be totally different than whom I am approaching.  Each person has a different situation in life…..different circumstances…..different disappointments….different illnesses…..different needs.  Therefore, you will need to ALIGN with that person.   Some time ago, I approached a lady concerning a specific matter.  Before I could communicate with her, I noted that she appeared so sad.  I asked if anything was wrong.  She stated that she had lost her only son to cancer just a few weeks earlier.  I told myself, STOP!  ALIGN with this person’s concern.  Instead of dwelling on the subject I was bringing to her, I immediately communicated with her about her son.  That was my TOTAL conversation with her for that time because she had no interest in another matter!
My ministry is concerned with approaching people who have no purpose for living; They have never discovered why God put them here!   I will enter their lives on this basis;  in your case, you may be approaching a person who is your neighbor or an individual whose mate has just passed away.   Jesus illustrates this so well when he goes to the well where a Samaritan woman is drawing water.  He says, “Will you give me a drink?”   The woman needed water because of a physical thirst.  Knowing that the woman had been married numerous times and had dwelled in sin, Jesus CONNECTED to her need for water except He was setting the stage to communicate about spiritual water!   The key point is that you must be able to CONNECT to the other person or you will fail in your witnessing.
6. Pray for opportunities to mention Christ  in casual conversation.  
For instance you might simply ask, "What do you think happens after death?" or, "How do you think a person becomes a Christian?" Listen to their ideas and then say, "Here's what I believe." In giving your answer, quote applicable Bible verses.
7. Never operate as their judge!  
You have not been brought into their life to judge them.  That is the job of the Almighty!  Nothing can turn a person away from Jesus faster than someone like you and I judging them!   
8. Try to make it clear that becoming a Christian involves a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.  
You don't become a Christian by being good, by doing the best you can, or by joining a church, but by personally receiving Christ—by trusting in Him as your personal Lord and Savior.

9. Tell them what Christ has done for YOU!    
Make sure you give CONCRETE examples!      When trying to convince someone of something, the other person always has one selfish motive:  What’s in it for ME?
CONCLUSION

 The THEME of our witness is Jesus Christ  “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me”

The POWER of our witness is the Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit who transforms a life (Titus 3:5), and a transformed life is evident to all.

The VALIDITY of our witness will be shown in how we live our lives. The best way to teach others about Christ and to make them desire to have Jesus in their own lives is to live a consistent, loving, Christ-centered life in front of them. If you are a good friend, a good listener, attentive to the needs of those around you and morally upright, then people will be likely to listen to you when you tell them about Christ because they will see that there is something genuinely different about you. 

But, what if  I do not win them?  Haven’t I wasted my time?  
First, it isn’t your time because your God and my God made what you and I call time.   Secondly, if you make a sincere effort, then you have won the race!  You may not have won them but God will give you credit for your valiant effort in representing Him and serving as His ambassador for Jesus Christ
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