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Our desire is to help you find your mission in life and then locate the job that will enable you to fulfill your calling.   However, during times of high unemployment, it can become extremely difficult to locate  that job.  
Such a condition can restrict your choices for employment and can often require you to take any job (if you can get it)  ---a job that is NOT THE ANSWER to fulfilling our Creator’s calling.
Needless to say, this can be a very frustrating experience for new and experienced workers especially those who are suddenly dismissed from employment.   We at Worker Ministries feel this pain with you.
For this reason, we wish to recommend an alternative to locating the job which matches your calling.  Why not create that job?   Why not start your own business?
Some time ago, we recommended this to an individual who had been unemployed for a very long time.  This worker lives in a city  which has been known to have one of the worst unemployment rates in the country!   
This person replied, “But I don’t know anything about starting a business.  I’ve always been an employee.”

His response was not surprising.  However, this is not a good reason for turning your eyes away from what could become a very rewarding work opportunity.

Yes, you may not have sufficient knowledge about starting a business and the devil will tell you that this isn’t the answer for you!  But, God has given you a brain with intelligence and the capability to learn.  You can LEARN what, how, and when in being your own boss!

The fact that you may have always been an employee should not lock you into this mind set.   Break away from this kind of thinking.  Begin to think outside your box!   Examine all of the possibilities.  Otherwise, you may miss something that is valuable!
You may be thinking, "I have little or no money.  How can I possibility think about starting a business?"
CAN'T never could do anything!    I am assuming your name is CAN!
Be encouraged!  Bill Gates was a COLLEGE DROP OUT.  But he had determination and courage!  At the age of 17, he designed and sold his first computer program, a time tabling system, for $4,200. After this first taste of the computer business, Bill was careful to blend his computer skills with smart money management from there on out.   
Yes!  That's how the BILLIONAIRE founder of Microsoft started!   SMALL always comes before BIG!
One of the major reasons why you have always been the employee and somebody else has been the business owner is the owner simply took the risk and traveled down a different path. Taking the risk can often be a frightening experience BUT remaining unemployed is much worse!
With God’s help, YOU need to take control of your own life!  
Do not fear!  The late President Franklin Roosevelt once said, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.”  

With God, all things are possible!  This is why the Apostle Paul emphasized that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.

FIRST  THINGS  FIRST!
We have prepared this kit designed to help you start your own business.  First, we wish to emphasize several critical key points:

· Do not get the cart before the horse!   Find your calling before you embark on starting a business.  You may find that your calling can only be fulfilled by working for an employer.  Example:  A nurse who will need to be employed at a medical facility.
Alert:  If you determine that starting a business is not the right avenue, go to our job kit on our web site which helps you in locating employment.  

· To assist you in finding your calling,  we also urge you to read the book A Worker Need Not Be Ashamed written by Jim Hogsett.  Based on his extensive work experience since age nine, he provides more information on how to find your mission.
· This kit is only designed to get you started on the right track toward starting your business.  It does not substitute for formal training which may be necessary. (We will address this subject in detail later.)
PHASE ONE:   MAKING THE RIGHT DECISION
Should I fulfill my calling through starting my own business or should I seek employment with someone else?  The answer to that question is actually the first step related to starting a business.   As you work on your decision, here are some valuable tips when considering the creation of a business:
· What are your interests, your abilities?  NOW IS THE CRUCIAL TIME to examine these and look at the talents which your Creator has given you!
· Look for a niche’ that is directly related to your interests and abilities and the calling God has given you; i.e. something you can produce in the way of a product or service that would be NEEDED by many people. After all, isn't that always the answer to what is selling?
· Check out your niche’ to make sure it is truly a niche’.  Examine the business community to determine if others are already performing this kind of service and the competitive situation which exists.  If there are competitors, is there room for you?  OR, is the market already saturated which this service?  Do not be fearful but be careful!
· Be prepared to work LONG hours.  If you believe this is a gravy train that enables you to put in a few hours a week and make alot of $$$$, FORGET IT!   You're on the wrong track and those who have started successful businesses will be the first to tell you we am right!
· You may need very little money to start a business.  When Jim Hogsett started Worker Ministries, all he needed was a computer, a desk and telephone, and his brain which was given to him by his Creator, All Mighty God!
· Do not allow the start up of a business to transform you into a workaholic!   Many a marriage has been destroyed because dad or mom were seldom together due to burning the candle at both ends!
· Be prepared for making small steps on your ladder to success.  Rome was not built in a day and the same applies to your business!
· Finally, there is NO GUARANTEE that you will make it; however, if you find the RIGHT niche’ and possess the right skills, you should be able to succeed because potential customers NEED you!
PHASE  TWO:   PREPARATION

Many individuals who have failed in starting a business will tell you that the major cause was lack of business skills and knowledge.  A doctor will never start a medical practice until he or she knows their profession and neither should you!   

The necessary preparation to become an entrepreneur will vary from one person to the next.  For example, if you have a degree in business administration, you may already possess most of the skills which you will need to be successful.

There are many different kinds of resources which you can use for preparation.  And, many of these are free and others are very inexpensive.   We suggest you consider the following sources:

· Start with your local community college.  They offer many different courses for the new entrepreneur.  If a four-year degree is required, contact the nearest university.
Warning:  Be very careful.  Do not contact trade schools or take courses via internet which are not fully accredited by the same accrediting agency used by colleges.  Remember, there are plenty of diploma mills which love to make money off the poor unemployed person who is trying to become employed!

· Examine helpful web sites which can provide you with helpful knowledge and business tools.  Much of this is FREE.  Based on our research, we recommend the following:
www.sba.gov
www.businessknowhow.com
www.score.org
www.youngentrepreneur.com
www.myownbusiness.com
www.investopedia.com
· Business books and magazines can be of tremendous value as you strive to keep abreast of the latest business news and trends.  
Remember, regardless of what the devil may tell you, you never get too old to learn!    When you stop learning, you stop living!
FINAL FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Most of the jobs which are created in our country come from small businesses started from scratch.  
If you should decide to start your own business, you will be joining millions of happy entrepreneurs who are contributing so much of their talents and skills in a country that was built on free enterprise!

If we can be of further service to you on this subject including answering your questions, please contact us at your convenience.

May God help you to find your calling and then find the correct route to fulfilling his plan for your life!
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