PRAY  FOR  THE  HOMELESS
AND  OTHERS  ON  OUR  PRAYER  LIST!

NO one is an accident.  God has a purpose for creating every human being who has ever lived.  

Yet there are thousands and thousands of individuals who are living on the streets of America and other countries.  They are there because they never discovered their purpose for living.

Jim Hogsett invites you to pray for all of the homeless and specifically for those he has listed in his diary.  You already know them because they are a living soul just like you!
From Jim Hogsett’s diary…….

OPERATION UPLIFT – NEW YORK CITY   JANUARY 2011

Philip Hubbard - Has been on the streets for several years.  He previously worked in the emergency room of a New York hospital but lost his job.

 

Andre from Puerto Rico - Could barely speak English which prevented me from obtaining background information.  This makes no difference as God knows who he is.

 
Jeff Daw - Unfortunately, he has a problem which is very common to senior citizens.  He states he retired in 1992, and although he is on the streets, it’s as though I have "done my thing in this life" and am just biding time and waiting for the end.  How tragic!   Yet, this attitude is very typical among many seniors who do NOT live on the streets.   Footnote:  This is one reason why we don't have alot of seniors in Sunday School rooms sharing the gospel with young people !!!!!!!!!!!

 

Stanford Ivey - Stanford was a foot messenger but was laid off several months ago and has been on the streets since the layoff.

 

Jack Engle, Jr - When asked if I am permitted to add his name to our prayer list, he exclaimed, "Yes, Yes, I am a Christian.  I am a Lutheran."   He has been homeless since 1997.

 

Billy Evans - States he has a bad heart and can't work.  I asked, "If I could give you a job which does not require any heavy physical activity such as sitting at a security desk, Billy, could you work it."   His response was "Yes".   I asked the question because individuals with disabilities often ignore the possibility of performing work which does not further cause a health problem.   Billy has been on the streets for eight years.

 

Angelina Cosellaneo - I found Angelina on Fifth Avenue close to St Patrick’s Cathedral.   This is a very young lady who appears to be in her early 20's.  She states that at one time she was Junior Executive Vice President for New York BankCard.  Her husband left her and she has been homeless since.  Hesitant to discuss any details.

 

The Journalist -  This one is MOST UNUSUAL.  She approached me just outside Club Quarters, my residence for Operation Uplift.   She was very well dressed.  She said, "Sir, could you please give me one dollar toward a meal?"    She states that she worked as a journalist in New York and has a Master's Degree in Journalism but was terminated due to labor cuts.   Although this lady still has a residence in the city, it appears she is just ON THE EDGE of having to come to the street because she is now having to ask for food money.   As I discussed different avenues as to how she might be able to get on a different track leading to working again, she put up a resistance to each suggestion.   It appears that she is one who has resigned herself to the "fact" that "things can't get better for me".   Unfortunately, when I spoke with her, I had given out of my supply of the important handout which I distribute to each individual.  I asked her to please remain at her location and I quickly went into Club Quarters to get a handout for her.  Upon return, she was no longer there.   (I also failed to get her name at the beginning of the conversation.  But, again, God knows the name of one called The Journalist.)

 

Mark Clemente - very young individual (twenties) sitting on 6th Avenue on the way to Grand Central Station.  Has been traveling from city to city trying to find a job.  His next attempt will  be to travel to Arizona.  I discussed importance of paying close attention to unemployment statistics before deciding to travel to a specific area.  For example, if cold weather is not a problem, North and South Dakota have some of the lowest unemployment rates in the country.....far below national average. 

 

Daniel Hamer - has HIV.  Lost his job in Pennsylvania. States he had rather live on the streets than in homeless shelters.  Stated he had been robbed several times by individuals living in the shelters.  He also removed his jacket to show a scar on his arm which was caused by someone attacking him in one of the shelters.

 

James Risher - has been unemployed for 12 years.  Lost his last job because of a conflict with a female employee.  Also lost his family.  (I try not to assume anything about a homeless person.  However, in this case, it appears he MAY have been accused of sexual harassment.   This is because he admitted that the situation was so serious, this background information has caused him not to be able to obtain employment.)

 

Richard Jar - lost his job in September.   Not very talkative but did not hesitate to give permission to have his name added to our prayer list.

 

GAMBLER - This individual would not tell me his name.  He only smiled and stated he was a "gambler" meaning he gambled himself all the way to the street.  (He evidently lost everything he owned.)   This is the only contact, thus far, that appears to enjoy his current "life style" on the street.   It is this kind of individual who cans not be helped through Operation Uplift.

 

Nigel Porter - Hails from New York City.  Has been unemployed for one year.

   

Lisa Cowell – Found her sitting on the floor in the Port Authority Building.  Appeared to be in late 20's.   Already has six children and is five months pregnant with another child whose boyfriend is the father.  During one previous marriage, the husband took one of her daughters named NEVAEH (Heaven spelled in reverse).  Lisa has been in the city four years.  She is originally from Niaggra Falls where her parents live.  When she lived there, she worked in tow truck business in Canada but hurt her back.  She states she has been away from her family thirteen years because they have no room for her because of the size of her parents home.  She was abused by grandfather's second wife.  She went through counseling.  She says, "I have found Jesus in my life now."   She still reads her Bible.  She says she would work if the job did not cause further injury to her back.

 

Richard Mejia - Has been serving time in prison because of a parole violation but was released on December 3rd.  States he is disabled yet he says he would work if he could physically perform the job.  His last job was in a casino in Atlantic City.  Unemployed for five years.

 

Allen Brockington - hails from the Bronx.  Has been an alcoholic.  Currently in an apartment treatment program.  This enables him to leave the street at night and live in a government sponsored apartment facility but is subject to urine testing.  If he returns to drinking, he is totally on the street again.  Allen is 61 years of age and has been out of work 25 years.  Born in Darlington South Carolina.

 

Mr Unknown -  Would not provide name.  While speaking with him, he sipped beer from a can which was concealed in a paper bag.   Appears to enjoy his current lifestyle.  How sad.

 

Ricky Wallace - born in Hampton Virginia.  29 years old.  Quit his job in 2009 and went back home.  Has also been in prison for six months before being paroled and placed in a rehabilitation program that focuses on behavioral health.  Before coming to New York, he was in Boston.  At one time, he had some money but went to Atlantic City and gambled it away.  He is trying to get to back to Boston.

  

Larry Green - Has been on the street for three years without a job.  Would work if someone would hire him.

 

Andrew Curtis - 50 years old.  States he has had six heart attacks and nine surgeries.  BUT, he could work if hired.  (No disability living on the streets.)

 

Mark Robinson - Has lived off and on four years on the street.  Injured on the job while in Alaska.  Worker's compensation was cut off and other such benefits cut.

 

Milton Williams - Unemployed ten years.

 

Wilbur Johnson III - hails from New York.  Seventeen of his years in wasted in prison.  He recently buried his dad in Bare Creek North Carolina.  He is working part time one day per week but does not earn enough money needed to get off the streets.  And, he states that because of being on parole from prison, he is not permitted to leave New York area to seek employment in an area of low unemployment. 

Gregory Hyman - Has been on the street for two years since losing his job.

 

Barry Foster - originally from Philadelphia.  States he has hurt his back and is going to have surgery.  Willing to relocate if necessary to get a job.

 

It amazes me that the US Government has the American With Disabilities Act which is "suppose" to protect individuals with disabilities from discrimination.  Yet, Uncle Sam never turns  "his" head toward applying this same law to those on the street who have a disability but could work many jobs which do not require physical activity.

 

So many of these circumstances seem so hopeless.  The good news is that many individuals who have come off the streets and are now working faced the same kinds of desperate situations.  Will continue to emphasize that WHERE THERE IS A WILL, THERE IS A WAY because God created them for a PURPOSE.  Each individual is being given a very specific recommendation as to how to get off the streets based on their individual situation.  I carefully emphasize that I do not underestimate their situation, but I know that with God all things are possible!

  

Lewis Stokes - individual is from New York.  Has been in a wheelchair since l988.  He says, "I would love to work and help kids.  Anybody wants to feel part of society.  My grandfather taught me the work ethic but no one will hire me."   To hear him speak will break your heart!

 

Jose' Gonzalez - Has been on the street for at least four months.  At the same time, he states he "never was working anywhere".   (Had difficulty getting to bottom of his story.)

 

Focus Bell - Has been on the street for three years.

 

Carlos Martin - Gave me his name but, otherwise, not very responsive.

 

Dwayne Robinson - On the street six years.

 

James Brooks - this individual exemplifies so many of the homeless.  Go to the corner or Lexington Avenue and 125th Street and you will see many of the homeless lining up to deposit their bottles and other items for which they receive a little compensation.  James was pushing one cart and pulling another one to move his items.  As we discussed the importance of working, he opened his wallet and showed me MANY identification cards proving he had been trained for different kinds of occupations.  These range from a supervisory certificate to a fire inspection license to a security license.  Yet, he can't find a job that matches his many qualifications.  As I left this individual, my thoughts turned to Alamance Community College where thousands are being trained.  But, will they face the same stark reality as James Brooks who can not use his training due to lack of jobs.   My contact with him has been one of my most frustrating moments since starting Operation Uplift.   I still hear political talk about retraining our population for the jobs of today, but where are they?
  

Joe Mangione - Served in two wars including Desert Storm.  Has been on the street since November.  However, recently he was able to go back to construction work but fell and broke some ribs and had to leave the workplace.  He smiled and said "I got a call to serve on the jury.  I plan to serve."

  

Melvin Rodriguyez -  As I returned to Port Authority Building, Lisa (the young lady whom I reported earlier as being five months pregnant) was with this individual whom she identified as the boyfriend/father.   He stated he has been in prison twenty years which was never mentioned by Lisa in our previous conversation.  Based on his response, it is unlikely he will ever adopt a new lifestyle.  Comes across as one who doesn't value life very seriously.

 

Hugh Porter - from New York City.  Unemployed one year.  Had worked on a delivery job but when he lost it, he came to the street.  Has no family.

Roman Vincenty – Stated he broke his back.

Daniel Nunez – has been on the streets for six years.  Relapsed on heroin.  Has previously worked as a therapist.

Eddie Hall – born in 1957.  Eddie has been homeless nineteen years.

James Vigliatura – worked as a rest server but was terminated because there was not enough business..  Has been homeless since December 17th.   

Rene’ Riquelme -  Rene’ hails from Miami and has been homeless for a few weeks.  Is able to work a few days for fifty dollars a day but this is not enough to keep him off the street.

Last year, I visited the Church of St Paul the Apostle on Ninth Avenue where they serve lunch for the homeless each day.  I asked if it would be possible speak to the homeless as a GROUP as soon as they are fed.  I was abruptly told there would be no interest in this.

 

Yesterday (Thursday, January 13), I returned to this church.  Since the receptionist has to activate the door for it to open, I slipped in behind a delivery man as the door was opened for him.  I remained in a small area between the door and where another door opens into a lobby where the receptionist is located.  This enabled me to make some contacts as the homeless left the church after being fed.   Results:

 

Liz Rivera - has been on the street two years.  Stated she was raped by three "black men" and now has HIV virus (AIDS).

 

Jaun Martinez - speaks no English but was able to obtain his name as he understood when I asked if I could place his name on our prayer list.

 

Tony Martinelli - one year on the street.  Lost his customer service job.

 

Tony Williams - five years on the street after losing his job.  Says he has not been able to get another one.

 

Maxey Moore - from New York City.  Worked in construction until he lost his job.  Has been on the street six years.

 

Ann - Would not give me her last name.  Would only say she lost her job as a secretary would not discuss her status further.

 

Hank - introduced himself as a laid-off actor but later stated he was a retired federal employee (mail clerk).  Wife has been in nursing home for 1 1/2 years on Medicaid.   Although he has place to stay, he comes to the church for meal.  (Hank is example of individual who is focused in only one area -- acting -- which is a dangerous form of tunnel vision.  Needs to open his vision to other possibilities and face the reality of the moment as related to job availabilities.)

 

Raymond Fishe - have just located this individual over on Lexington Avenue.  He is another one who is not totally homeless but is on the edge of coming to the street full time.  Has previously worked in kitchen of an elderly care facility.  Stated that the residents were asking for more fruit and so he accommodated them with extras.  However, when the nutritionist learned of this, he was fired.  Has been working part time on taking the census.
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Donald Ivory - came to me literally crying BIG tears!  Since I first met Donald one year ago, he has become employed in landscaping work!  He is so joyful for this accomplishment and so are we!  Praise the Lord and may we continue to pray for Donald!

 

Jim Morris - This individual is on the street but his wife is in the VA hospital in Memphis!  Both need our prayers.

 

Darrell Campbell - He states his strength is in the Lord and his family.  Lost his job and has been a drug addict and has suffered a relapse because of the drug addiction.

 

Calvin Blakley - works through temporary hiring service which does not provide sufficient income.  However, his willingness to work shows he has not lost the work ethic.  He states he is still looking for permanent employment.  He further states he may be able to move sandbags needed because of flooding in Memphis.

 

Raymond Meeks - Raymond is originally from Georgia.  He was traveling to Pensacola to perform electrical work.  He stopped for gas where someone stole his truck.  He came to Memphis.  He has no family and is performing some work via temporary agencies.

 

Charles Pilgram - Was working in Mississippi until Hurricane Katrina.  

 

John Seals - Previously worked for five years for American Workforce a temporary hiring agency which went out of business.  He has arterial disease but is still able to work..

 

Dwayne Jones - Served three years in the penitentiary for manslaughter.  Can not get job because of his record.  Before serving time, he had painted and plastered walls.  Dropped out of school at age sixteen.

 

Jacob Washington, Jr and Crystal Carle - Jacob is disabled veteran and has a felony background.  He receives $600 in social security and $1200 from Veterans Administration.  He is a volunteer for the VA hospital where he has mopped floors; in addition he has assisted at the car wash.
 

Abraham Hunter - Has been unemployed for five years.  65 years old.  Originally from South Carolina and raised in Wilmington NC.

 

Kenneth Cooper - Unemployed for one year.  Has performed some work via temporary employment agency.  Has previously lived in low income housing project but could not renew lease.

 

Jason Park - Jason is divorced and pays $111 per week child support.  For the last two years, he has worked on and off for temporary employment agency for $7.25 per hour.  After paying child support, there is little left.

 

Ronald Shivers - Unemployed since May 3, 2010.

 

Kirklon Edwards - Only states he lost job a long time ago.

 

Rick Hope - Unemployed approximately three years.  He was previously a cook in restaurant in Jackson Mississippi.  

 

Nichael Nevels - Unemployed for ten years.  Had an aneurysm in 2000.  Receives disability.

 

Marvin Collins - Unemployed for six years.  Served 8 1/2 years in US Army.  Only states her has done a little work on and off.

 

Kenneth Cooper - Has a felony background and is on medication.

 

Dana Savage and friend James Clemmons - Dana has been unemployed for six weeks.  He has good background in construction work.  Without further explanation, ,James states he lost one condominium, two homes, and two businesses.  He has some health problems including DJD in neck, back, and hips.  He has done a little restaurant work such as washing dishes.  THE GOOD NEWS:  Dana has contacted a friend in New Orleans who is in the construction business and who will hire Dana immediately.  In addition, Dana's friend states he is willing to hire James and allow him to perform the easier kind of work due to James' disability.  This is called WIN WIN !

 

Jean McClaine - Unemployed for six months.  Receives social security disability.  Has bad leg circulation and states she was injured in an accident.  On the other hand, she has been seen constantly walking through downtown Memphis which would indicate she is capable of performing some work but there is a serious question about her desire.

 

Joe Watson - Unemployed.  Last job was at Jones Products where he loaded food commodities on trailers.  However, this is only seasonal work.  At one time, Joe operated his own business.  He would pick up scrap metal on the streets of Memphis and deliver them to a scrap yard where he was paid excellent $$$$ for loads of metal.  However, while making excellent money, he blew it by living in a high rent district.  All of a sudden, his truck broke down and he had no money to replace it.  It is so sad that he had to walk away from his business due to his failure to properly budget and lay aside money for a rainy day.  However, he states he will be able to return to Jones Products (unless the recent floods cause food commodities to be reduced).  He wishes to save money for a new truck from working at Jones Products. and return to the scrap metal business.  EXCELLENT THINKING PROVIDED HE LEARNS FROM HIS LACK-OF-BUDGET MISTAKE!

 

Tallen Williams - Unemployed 1 ½  years.  Has no unemployment money and states he has tried applying many places with no success.

 

Raymond Branch - Unemployed for one year.  Last job was at Jones Fiber,. a cotton gin.  Worked there for three years and earned $800/week but was laid off.  This individual has another problem.  He has worked at so many places, some employers might believe he is a job hopper.  Sometimes it doesn't pay to move around for a little extra money because many employers like for employees to be stable.

 

Calvin Brown - Unemployed five years.  Previously worked as a painter.  Had no transportation as he lost his car because of getting behind on paying on the loan.  This is another individual who created his own problem because of not having a budget!

 

Beverly Faulkner - Unemployed seven years.  Was working at Commercial Appeal (Memphis newspaper office) where he performed custodial work.  The boss wanted him to work double shift but since he did not receive extra pay for double time, he abruptly quit.  In effect, he burned a critical bridge behind him!
 

Derick Linwood - Has not had a job for the last 30 years.  When he was young, he served time in penitentiary for robbery.  

 

Karl Nolan - Unemployed eight years.  Worked in a barbecue restaurant in Fort Worth Texas but wasn't getting enough hours.

 

Greg Jackson - Unemployed for one year.    Worked as a line man for Memphis Light, Gas, and Water.  He retired at age 44.  He had the choice of getting a pension OR taking a lump sum of money.  Since he was already paying his ex-wife $2000/month, he elected to take the lump sum so she could not receive any of the money.  Unfortunately, he did not invest the money and simply lived on it.  When the money ran out, he went to the streets.

 

Joe Page - Hurt on the job three years ago.  He stepped on a nail which went through his heal.  He states he is also a diabetic.  Yet, he appears to be able to work.  Had a cigarette.

 

Steve Clark - Unemployed ten years.  He receives a disability check because of a mental disability.  He states he would like to work.  Yet, he has not taken the initiative to apply anywhere.

 

Anthony Bowman - Has been on the streets since March.  Has performed some temporary work.  Receives disability check for yellow jaundice.  He is 43 years old and has never been employed in a regular job.  Yet, he admits he could work if he could find the job.

 

Clay Provence - born in Oklahoma.  Receives social security check for mental disability.  Formerly cut trees and performed tree farming until 1996.  His conversation with me was quickly cut off.  He shows no interest in working.

 

Harold Handa - This individual receives social security check for disability.  He comes across as one of the most depressed individuals with whom we have had any contact.

 

Wayne Settles - Unemployed two years. 49 years old.  Has served time in the penetentiary.  Has worked with temporary agency on a few jobs.

 

Tony Vallentine - Unemployed for many years.  Has worked a few jobs through the temporary agencies.  Served time in 1983 for 1 ½  years.

  

Todd Waldran - Unemployed for five years.  Formerly employed in construction work.  Has had drug and alcohol problem.

 

Patrica Smith - Disabled; has severe problem with depression.  Is waiting on government benefits.  

 

Willie Barnes - Boyfriend of Patricia Smith. Patricia requests prayer for him.  He is currently serving a sentence in the penitentiary.

 

Rick Sexton - Receives social security disability but says he is allowed to make up to $4,000 and still keep the disability benefit.  Yet, he shows no proof of looking for any work.

 

Marfino Frazier - 37 years old and has been unemployed all of his life.  Has also served time in prison.

 

OTHERS:

 

Jerald Dawson

Marlon Wilingham

Edward Jackson

James Harmon

JR Ferfuson

Dan Miller

Tony Saulsberry

David Metcalf

Robert Roberson (77 year-old veteran)


I have recorded details from cases involving two homeless individuals with whom I interacted while in Memphis.  They need our prayers:
CASE 1

Alonzo Wilson is on the Memphis streets but IF he is careful he can soon move from "rags to riches".  Although Alonzo receives a social security check, it is not sufficient to provide with him with shelter and so he is on the street.  That's the bad bad news.  The good news is that he has just inherited $432,000 from his father's estate.  (He is the only child.)   He shared his paperwork with me as "proof of the pudding" and his identification card.  He can not touch any of the money until the probate process is completed..

 

Unfortunately, he has already made one mistake.  His father also left a piece of rental property to him valued at $25,000.  He was approached by someone who wanted to buy it.  To make a long story short, he signed a quit claim deed and was handed $500 with a promise to pay the remainder.  The buyer hasn't returned with the balance which is not surprising.

 

This is an usual case in which a homeless person suddenly has money but does not have sufficient financial knowledge to know what to do with his new gold nugget.  It is like holding a time bomb which can quickly explode.

 

Homeless or not, when a person loses a loved one and is left with an inheritance, studies clearly show that person can also act in an irrational manner.which is what occurred when he gave away the rental property. Although he is very anxious to get off the street, this anxiety can also cause him to do dangerous things with the money. 

 

For these reasons, I have pleaded with him to take the following steps in protecting this wonderful gift that can remove him from the streets:

 

1. COOL IT!   Do not act too quickly.  Sit on it for awhile!  Haste makes waste!.

 

2. Seek the wise counsel of a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER so most of the money can be invested and produce necessary growth.  In addition, it will provide additional necessary income.  

 

3. Beware of attorneys.  Many of them will take you to the cleaners through charging exuberant fees.

 

Thankfully, Alonzo is one of the homeless who is very intelligent.  He simply lacks an understanding of personal finance as related to handling large sums of money and this is DANGEROUS.  Let us pray for this individual to use what God is suddenly providing to him to rescue him from the streets!

 

CASE 2

In my book A Worker Need Not Be Ashamed, I refer to those wanderers in the wilderness.  These are individuals who have never found their purpose for living.  They merely exist.  (My pastor, John Shields, has also recently addressed this subject in his sermons as he has expresses his concern about those who just merely go through the motions of living without REALLY LIVING out the purpose God has for them.)

 

One such wanderer is Jason.  Upon my arrival in Memphis, he expressed an urgency in wanting to meet with me on Sunday afternoon.  Initially, he came across as a person who really wishes to get off the streets.  His most recent job was bartending.  He also worked in a warehouse where he was earning $880 per week.  He states he borrowed some tools from a co-worker to use in making repairs to his home.  He says that later it was determined that the co-worker had actually stolen the tools from their employer.  Since Jason had the tools, he states he was charged with theft and police pressed charges and he served six months for the offense.  In addition, he states he had a bad relationship with a girl who worked there who was a drug addict.  His story had do many contradictions, I am left wondering how much of this was true.  

 

As he spoke, I sensed a deeper problem.   I asked him to tell me abouit his work background BEFORE he worked in the warehouse.  He had moved from job to job to job.....NUMEROUS jobs.  I carefully reviewed with him my thoughts about his situation.  Although he believes the ONLY reason for not obtaining employment is the jail sentence, I emphasized that employers do not like to hire employees who do not have a stable work record.  "Jason, as we lay aside the jail sentence for a moment, I must tell you that employers may view you as a job hopper and this does not help your case".  Before I could provide some answers to his predicament, Jason quickly thanked me and walked away without further conversation.  It was obvious I had hit a nerve.  Job hoppers do not like to face the truth.  Many of them suffer from self denial thinking they are OK because they do not want to face the truth.  This is so sad.

 

I share this case with you for two reasons:  (1) The unemployment rate in a city such as Memphis is NOT the sole reason for a person being denied employment  (2) Job hoppers who have become homeless can be the most difficult individuals with whom I work.  

 

I can not force Jason to change his ways no more than my pastor can force any one in our church to change.  This is a behavioral issue, an INDIVIDUAL responsibility.  There is a very pronounced dividing line between instruction and action.  I have not given up on Jason but all we can do is pray for him and the rest is up to HIM.  

 

There is so much happening through contacts with the homeless, I will be careful to be as brief as possible.  Unlike the listing sent to you all daily from New York, I thought you might wish to view details from a few individual cases which have profound revelations!

  

 
SPECIAL  NEED
When I am on the streets with the homeless, sometimes I run into individuals who are not homeless but who are in great need of prayer.  
Clarence Porter - has cancer (bone marrow).  Taking chemotherapy.  48 years old.

  

OPERATION  UPLIFT – NEW YORK CITY – JANUARY 2010
Ray Gregory – Found him sitting on the floor of the Port Authority Bus Terminal on Eighth Avenue.  Each day of every week, he boards the bus which takes him to Atlantic City.   Just before leaving the bus, the driver hands him twenty dollars which is given by the gambling casinos hoping Ray will come inside and gamble it away.  Instead, it becomes his survival money used to buy food.   He would like to work; he is 62 years old and no one will hire him!

Joey Dalton – came to New York City in 1959.  He is 56 years old and has a disability but would still like to work.  No one will hire him.

Bill (no last name given) – is camped out on West 57th Street every day starting early in the morning.
Therese (no last name given) – found living on the floor of the Port Authority Bus Terminal on 8th Avenue in New York City.

Walter Paris – a proud Vietnam veteran but no one will hire him!

Eric Washington

Fernando Martinese

Benone Joseph – a quiet individual living on the streets of Harlem.

Floyd Ford – living on the streets of Harlem.   Because of frostbite, all fingers were amputated.  Yet, he expresses a desire to work but no one will hire him.

Jo Jo – sits in a wheelchair because of having one leg.  Yet, he would work if someone would hire him!

Cornell Lockhart – lives on the streets of Harlem where he makes a little money playing his guitar.
James Baul

Tom Kelly – found in Central Park.  This is only individual I have met who states that he lives on the streets by choice.   What a shame when he could be a WORKER WHO NEED NOT BE ASHAMED!

Bobby Nichols – found on the street in mid-town Manhattan.  WOW!  This individual threw a real curve at me.  He asked, “Where did you go to school?”  I replied, “East Carolina University”.   His response was, “I know your football coach.  He’s Skip Holtz.”
WOW!   He is right!   This tells me that some of our homeless keep up with the times and know what is going on!   My conversation with Bobby revealed that, despite his circumstances, he is an enthusiastic, cheerful individual!   I suppose that is why God still allows the world to stand when a Bobby Nichols can set the example for cheerfulness!  The Lord knows we need more cheer and less despair in this tough world!

Bryan Wilson

James Meyer

Daniel Nunez
Finally, a young 23-year old female (shame on me but because of the intense nature of her situation, I failed to write her name) – She stopped me on Broadway in Times Square and begged for a quarter.   I was shocked because her appearance would suggest that she was just an ordinary young lady who might have been a mother.  I invited her to sit down with me on a bench and unload on me because she seemed so frustrated.  She stated that she was from Texas and had tried to get a job in the city but had been unsuccessful.  Although I love New York City and its people, I reminded her that New York is extremely expensive.  I asked if she had considered moving to another location where expenses are much lower.  She said that her live-in boyfriend worked as a gold broker and that she had suggested this to him but he wanted to stay in the city.  However, she admitted they could not live on his money alone.  This is a woman who has a moral decay problem by living with a male to whom she is not married.  So her problem is not just a monetary one.  She needs prayer on both accounts!    
End of mission – New York City -  2010.
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Dwayne Johnson – This homeless individual took the opportunity to give me a “first class tour” of the area in downtown Memphis in which so many of the homeless live.  He was such a great help and such a loving individual.  Thank you Dwayne!

Larry Jones

Cedric Webb

Marvin Stringfellow – Everytime I saw him in the park, he was reading his Bible.  When I first approached him, he stated that he had been in trouble.  He stated he would have to report to jail in early June and complete a 47-day sentence.   But, the good news is that he said he has found his calling!  He has been called into the ministry!  He read Psalm 143 to me and then we prayed together.  I told him that in the future, I wanted to come to Memphis and speak at the church which he may be establishing!   If Jerry Falwell could do it, Brother Marvin can do it!

Houston Baggett

Carrie Dowdy

Alexander Murrain

Greg Jackson

Julian Gonzales

“John the Baptist” – No one knows his name so this is the nickname given to him by other homeless individuals.  It is obvious that his individual has some mental problems which many homeless have.

Ralph and Amanda Crowley

Chad Smith –  This is his first time on the street and he has been here since January.  He is a victim of the Great Recession.  Lost his job and has no other income.

Robert and Donna Patterson – PRAISE GOD this husband and wife are no longer homeless.  Both were on drugs for fifteen years.  They have kicked the drug habit.  Robert is employed at Ashley Nursing Home!   There is HOPE for the homeless through Christ Jesus!   Their story inspires me to continue to deliver this message to every homeless person from New York to London and in between!

Fletcher Ferguson
Debra Sutton

Joda Moriarty

Mark Mitchell

Thomas Willis

Woodrow Bailey

James Buchanan

Robert Sanford

Kaanon Duncan

Ron Wright – Ron is a veteran.  WHAT A SHAME!   One who has fought to protect the United States and, yet, there is no job for him!   This is a ROTTEN SHAME and makes me angry!

Brian Woodruff

Joe Green

Chris Johnson

Ricky Parham – Ricky feels his calling is making music!  I reminded him that some of the greatest musicians ever created by Almighty God hail from Memphis.  I discussed ways in which he can persue his passion and his need to persevere.

Adam Carter

Cedric Sanders

Duona Town
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Tim Tharpe

George Milton

PRAY FOR THOSE WITHOUT A JOB!

We are working with two individuals who have a critical situation:

Lisa in Memphis Tennessee – This individual who has excellent credentials has been unemployed since March 2009!   GOD will rescue her but she also needs to be remembered along with millions of other unemployed workers.  PRAYER ANSWERED – LISA IS NOW WORKING IN A GOVERNMENT HOSPITAL AND HAS PLENTY OF ADVANCEMENT OPPORTUNITIES.
David in Atlanta, Georgia – He has a medical degree but is still unemployed.  Pray that David will find his calling and the job to match that calling!   PRAYER ANSWERED
DAVID IS EMPLOYED AT LARGE MEDICAL CENTER IN NORTH CAROLINA!

